Diddlebury Parish Council (DPC) . Chairman's Report May 2023-April 2024
There has been no change in the council personnel but there will be an election in May 2025 for the whole of the council. Details of this will be advertised as they become available 

 Sara Thompson has now stood down from managing the web site and we must thank her for her excellent work. She has been replaced by Councillor Martyn.
 Main issues arising
Place Plan Critical
1. Broadband Provision. We continue to press for acceptable broadband reception throughout the parish liaising with and investigating Government funding as it is promoted. Our influence on this is limited with the providers and SC calling the shots. SWS has now merged with Voneus with a promised better service. We do however appear to have lost our local links.
Place Plan Priority.
2. Public transport-encouragement of improved local public transport.
Place Plan Key
3. Measures to control the speed limit through Diddlebury and other road safety measures.
DPC is continuing to work with other Corvedale Parish Councils to influence SC Highways and the police on measures to make the B4368 in particular safer for both pedestrians and motorists. This included a Highways Study of the  B4368 and a combined meeting with police and highways followed by a wish list report to Highways. Funding however is very limited.

. We also continue to raise pothole concerns with highways.
Non place plan issues
4. . Provision of a communal playground area. This followed the Place Plan questionnaire in July and was proposed as part of the Place Plan  submission but was referred back to us for self funding by the Place Plan Officer. To keep costs low and to site it practically it was agreed with Corvedale School and the DVH committee to convert the access to the existing play area in the school so that access could be obtained when the school was not in session and to provide an all weather surface. The schools  parent association also agreed to provide a further piece of equipment. The work should hopefully be completed by July and funded from our  Community Infrastructure Levy Neighbourhood Fund. This is the funds main priority this year.
6.Crime. We are aware of concerns over crime in the parish and continue to  work closely with the police to combat this. We complete and update a Community Police Charter every 3 months with community theft, speeding and scams being our 3 priority areas at present.
Flood control measures.  We manage and financially support these through the work of the Flood Action Group led by Cllr Martyn.
7.Environmental Maintenances Officer (EMO) .  A decision was taken last year not to employ an EMO but to tender for individual jobs as they arose. This year has again seen  voluntary work being undertaken by Councillor's and members of the public which has saved the parish a lot of money and we would like to encourage the expansion of this.
Diddlebury Parish Council Precept 2024-25       

Following the council meeting on the 24th January, the precept for the next financial year was set at £7,500. This is an increase of £840 on last year’s but still over £1,100 less than the previous 2 years.  This will result in an increase of approximately £3.00 per household.

The council made a conscious decision to try and keep the precept low, but had to absorb wage rises for the clerk/financial officer of approximately £260.00 and other inflation increases in running costs.  We have reduced costs regarding Asset Management by work being under taken by councillors and local people volunteering their help. We are always happy to accept such volunteering with painting, light repairs and cleaning of assets.  We continue to financially support the infrastructure of village halls, local charities and work such as the Flood Action Group where possible. The money from our Neighbourhood Fund, derived from the Community Infrastructure Levy on new houses received from Shropshire Council, has this year been earmarked to open up the play area in the school grounds to children and families, as requested by parishioners in our Place Plan survey.  The new playground area will be open even when the school is not in session and will provide an all-weather play surface. We have also earmarked £300.00 for an Information Board to sit alongside the War Memorial in St Peter's grounds, detailing the history of the names inscribed on it.  
A full copy of the precept budget can be found on DPC’s website. Financial Reports are detailed in each meeting’s Minutes, which are also on our website.

Responses to Consultations.
Household Recycling and Green Bin Questionnaire.

Police Community Charter

Community Governance review 
Public Meetings/ External Meetings attended.

SC Highways Study B4368

Emergency Planning Sessions x 4
Planning applications.
15 planning applications have been received this year as opposed to 17 last year.

All bar 1  were supported as compared to 2 not supported last year.
Within the 15 applications 2 were related to tree work against 1 last year.

There were 2 enforcement enquiries from DPC year against none last year.

A number of site visits were undertaken by councillors.

 Sample of other topics arising and activities undertaken.
. Electric Charging points,  Collapsed river wall in Bouldon,

 Parking issues at Bache Mill and the The Moors. Post Office delivery problems.
Attendance at Remembrance Day ceremony. Coronation Signage

Over the last year the parish council has yet again continued  to work closely  with the Flood Action Group and the village hall committees of Diddlebury and Westhope. At present  the Parish Plan Steering Group is on hold.    As Chair I would like to thank my colleagues for the  work they put in within a  voluntary role, the hard work of our Parish Clerk Jean as well as Councillor Motley for her  continued unstinting support.   

D. Hedgley Chair DPC
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